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Romans 12:9-16  
Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. Be devoted to one 
another in love. Honor one another above yourselves. Never be lacking in zeal, but 
keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord. Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, 
faithful in prayer. Share with the Lord’s people who are in need. Practice hospitality. 
Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. Rejoice with those who 
rejoice; mourn with those who mourn. Live in harmony with one another. Do not be 
proud, but be willing to associate with people of low position. Do not be conceited. 
 
Mark 13:32-33 
“But about that Day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the 
Son, but only the Father. Be on guard! Be alert! You do not know when that time will 
come.” 
 

 



 

 
 
Romans 11:33-36 
Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge  
of God! How unsearchable his judgments,  
and his paths beyond tracing out!  
“Who has known the mind of the Lord?  
Or who has been his counselor?”  
“Who has ever given to God,  
that God should repay them?”  
For from him and through him and for him are all things.  
To him be the glory forever! Amen.  
 
Romans 12:9-10, 13 
Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. Be devoted to one 
another in love. Honor one another above yourselves…Share with the Lord’s people 
who are in need. Practice hospitality. 
 
Romans 5:8 
God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners, Christ 
died for us.  
 
Romans 5:5 
God’s love has been poured out into our hearts through the Holy Spirit, who has 
been given to us.  
 
Love is to will the good of the other.  
 

 



 

Hate what is evil. Cling to what is good. 
 
Romans 12:10 
Be devoted to one another in love. Honor one another above yourselves. 
 
Spiritual formation occurs primarily in the context of community. People who remain 
connected with their brothers and sisters in the local church almost invariably grow 
in self-understanding, and they mature in their ability to relate in healthy ways to 
God and to their fellow human beings. This is especially the case for those 
courageous Christians who stick it out through the often messy process of 
interpersonal discord  and conflict resolution. Long-term interpersonal relationships 
are the crucible of genuine progress in the Christian life. People who stay also grow. 
People who leave do not grow.”  

-​ Joseph Hellerman, When the Church was a Family 
 
Romans 12:11 
Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord.  
 
“Nothing disciplines the inordinate desires of the flesh like service, and nothing 
transforms the desires of the flesh like serving in hiddenness.” 

-​ Richard Foster 
 
Romans 12:12 
Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer. 
 
“Neurobiologists have shown that while most brain development stops sometime in 
childhood, the brain’s ‘joy center’—located and observable in the right orbital 
prefrontal cortex—is the only part of the brain that never loses its capacity to grow. 
As Dr. James Friesen and his colleagues explain: When the joy center has been 
sufficiently developed, it regulates emotions, pain control and immunity centers; it 
guides us to act like ourselves; it releases neurotransmitters like dopamine and 
serotonin; and it is the only part of the brain that overrides the main drive 
centers—food and sexual impulses, terror and rage. Without sufficient ‘joy strength’ 
we spend the rest of our lives trying to fill the deficit.”  

-​ Jonathan Grant 

 



 

 
Nehemiah 8:10b 
Do not grieve, for the joy of the Lord is your strength. 
 
“Joy is defined relationally as ‘someone who is glad to be with me’ and ‘being the 
sparkle in someone’s eye.’”   

-​ Dr. Allan Schore 
 
Numbers 6:24-26 
The Lord bless you  
and keep you;  
the Lord make his face to shine upon you  
and be gracious to you;  
the Lord turn his face toward you  
and give you peace.  
 
Psalm 16:11 
In your presence there is fullness of joy… 
 
 

 


